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never seen one. We took three places in a box, the only
ones by the bye which were to be had in the theatre; the
two girls sat in front, and I behind on a bench which was
raised about a foot and a half above the first one. There
were two ladies sitting by the girls, one of whom was the
famous Duchess of Villadonas, She was in such a position
that her head was almost between my knees. When she
recognised me, she laughingly said that she must thank
chance which made us meet, always either in church or in
the theatre. She then spoke in French, praising the beauty
of my companion, and asking me if she was my mistress. I
replied no, that I sighed in vain. She smiled, and said that
on certain points she was very incredulous; then turning to
Ignazia she began to talk to her. She made several reflec-
tions on Love, evidently imagining that her listener was as
deeply versed in that art as she was. Finally, without even
asking her name, she said that I had made a most charm-
ing choice, and that she hoped we would both go and dine
with her in the country. I accepted, of course, but was care-
ful not to fix a day. She forced me, however, to promise I
would pay her a visit the next day at four o'clock, but she
frightened me when she added that she should be alone.
She was pretty, but too celebrated; my visit would have
given rise to too much talk. Fortunately for me, the bull-
fight began, and every one was quiet. So much has been
written and said about these performances that I willingly
give my opinion of them: that their barbarity must have a
bad effect on the moral tone of the nation. The arena is
flooded with the blood of the bulls, disembowelled horses,
and sometimes with that of the unfortunate focadores and
toreros, who excite the furious animals, and who have noth-
ing to defend themselves with but little red flags.
At supper that evening, Dona Ignazia, who had become
rery pensive^ suddenly asked me if I intended to visit the
duchess.
'Certainly,' I said. CI should be wanting in the most ordi-